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Marcel Breuer had the privilege of being one of the 
most adored students of Walter Gropius, founder 
of Bauhaus – the German art collective and school 

that galvanised modern art, design and architecture as we 
VYZb�T_��BSPY�2]Z[T`^�ʮPO�2P]XLYd�TY��$�"��SP�M]Z`RS_�
ST^�[]Z_±R±�bT_S�STX��LYO�_ZRP_SP]�_SPd�PYUZdPO�L�[]ZWTʭN�
NL]PP]�TY�,XP]TNL��_PLNSTYR�L_�3L]aL]O�@YTaP]^T_d�LYO�
M`TWOTYR�TNZYTN�^_]`N_`]P^�L^�2P]XLYd�WLYR`T^SPO�`YOP]�
Nazi rule. 

Much like his adored predecessor, Yale-educated 
architect and developer Bruce Becker compiled his own 
L^^PXMWLRP�ZQ�N]PL_TaP^�_Z�Q`WʭW�L�WZYR�SPWO�O]PLX%�̂ LaP�L�
Breuer landmark from demolition and re-purpose it into 
L�M`^_WTYR��M`]RPZYTYR�SZ_PW��ɭ4_ɪ^�YZ_�PYaT]ZYXPY_LWWd�
]P^[ZY^TMWP�_Z�NZY^_]`N_�YPb�M`TWOTYR^�ɮ�^Ld^�_SP�L]OPY_�
^`^_LTYLMTWT_d�LOaZNL_P��ɭ4_�^PPXPO�WTVP�L�RZZO�[]ZUPN_�
QZ]�XP��M`_�T_�bL^�OPʭYT_PWd�OL`Y_TYR��?SP�OTʬP]PYNP�
between building a hotel and an apartment block is like 
NSP^^�LYO�NSPNVP]^��?SP]P�L]P�^Z�XLYd�_STYR^�dZ`�SLaP�
to get right for it to work.” 

Like Gropius, Becker had his own set of mantras 
QZ]�3Z_PW�8L]NPW��bSTNS�^T_^�bT_STY�3TW_ZYɪ^�?L[P^_]d�
.ZWWPN_TZY�� ?SP� ʭ]^_� bL^� _Z� ]P^[PN_� LYO� SZYZ`]� _SP�
PWPRLY_Wd�^TX[WT^_TN�OP^TRY�P_SZ^�ZQ�ST^�[]POPNP^^Z]^��
MPQZ]P�̂ `][L^^TYR�̂ `^_LTYLMTWT_d�TYT_TL_TaP^�ɧ�_SP�M`TWOTYR�
is soon the be awarded LEED Platinum status, and is 
,XP]TNLɪ^�ʭ]^_�YP_�eP]Z�SZ_PW�ɧ�MPNZXTYR�L�_P^_�NL^P�QZ]�
future developments. 

In bringing his vision to life, Becker enlisted the help 
ZQ�-]ZZVWdY�ML^PO�TY_P]TZ]^�LYO�M]LYOTYR�LRPYNd�/`_NS�

0L^_�/P^TRY��4Y�_SP�̂ SZ]_�_TXP�_SPd�bP]P�RTaPY�_Z�XZMTWT^P�
ɧ�_SP�ʭ]X�bL^�ʭ]^_�NZY_LN_PO�TY�PL]Wd������LYO�OPWTaP]PO�
_SP�[]ZUPN_�TY�PL]Wd������ɧ�/`_NS�0L^_�/P^TRY�[WLYYPO�_SP�
SZ_PWɪ^��! �R`P^_]ZZX^�ɧ�TYNW`OTYR�L�bSZ[[TYR�� �]ZZX�
_d[P^�ɧ�LWW�[`MWTN�^[LNP^�LYO�^TRYL_`]P�]P^_L`]LY_�-7/2��
QZ]�bSTNS�T_�LW^Z�OPaPWZ[PO�_SP�M]LYO�TOPY_T_d��/`_NS�0L^_�
Design’s modus operandi was to be as responsible as 
[Z^^TMWP�TY�_SP�̂ Z`]NTYR�LYO�TY^_LWWL_TZY�ZQ�PaP]d�[TPNP�ZQ�
Q`]YT_`]P�LYO�ʭc_`]P�_SL_�NLXP�TY_Z�_SPT]�]PXT_��ɭBP�bP]P�
Pc_]PXPWd�̂ [PNTʭN�TY�̂ PWPN_TYR�aPYOZ]^�LYO�_SP�XL_P]TLW^�
_SPd�`^PO�ɮ�Pc[WLTY^�NZ�QZ`YOP]�7L]LS�8Z]LaPV��LOOTYR�
that platforms such as Mindful Materials and Mind Click 
were a useful resource in assessing the origins of items. 
ɭ$���ZQ�_SP�WTRS_TYR�bL^�N`^_ZX�OP^TRYPO�Md�`^��M`_�
we also worked with suppliers like ELA, HB and Rich 
-]TWWTLY_�BTWWTYR�_Z�^Z`]NP�ʭc_`]P^�_SL_�NZ`WO�MP�bT]PO�
for Power over Ethernet,” Moravek adds, referring to the 
^ZWL]�NPWW�NZX[L_TMWP�bT]TYR�^d^_PX�_SL_�bL^�TY^_LWWPO�
in the entire building. 
,P^_SP_TNLWWd�� _SP� ^_]L_PRd� bL^� QZ]� _SP� TY_P]TZ]� _Z�

be antithetic to the austere modular concrete façade. 
ɭBSPY�bP�ʭ]^_�NLXP�_Z�^T_P��bP�bP]P�aP]d�TY_TXTOL_PO�ɮ�
Moravek recalls. “Stepping through the doors, we felt 
it was important to create a space that was intimate and 
welcoming. We wanted to carve out a palette that was the 
^ZQ_P]�`YOP]MPWWd�_Z�T_^�PcZ^VPWP_ZY�ɮ�
=P_LTYTYR�_SP�Z]TRTYLW�_]TLYR`WL]�UP_�XT^_�R]LYT_P�_TWP^�LYO�

stairs of the reception, Dutch East Design complemented 
_SP�SPLad�XL_P]TLW^�bT_S�^ZQ_��WTRS_�bZZO^��PL]_Sd�^SLOP^�
ZQ�M]ZbY�LYO�Z]LYRP��LYO�^ZQ_�^SPP]�O]L[P]d��4Y�LY�SZXLRP�

Hotel Marcel
NEW HAVEN 

Becker + Becker converts a Marcel Breuer-designed landmark in 
Connecticut, partnering with Dutch East Design to reimagine the Brutalist 
building as a Bauhaus-inspired hotel with sustainability at its core.  

Words: Ayesha Khan • Photography: © Seamus Payne
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Dutch East Design’s strategy for 
the interiors was to be antithetic 
to the austere concrete façade, 
using natural woods and an 
earthy colour palette

_Z�_SP�M`TWOTYRɪ^�Z]TRTYLW�XL_P]TLWT_d��_SPd�LW^Z�LOOPO�
Bauhaus-inspired terracotta tiles to provide warmth. 
4Y�_SP�^`YVPY�WZMMd�WZ`YRP�LYO�L_�-7/2��_SP�]TRZ`]�

ZQ�_SP�SZ_PWɪ^�-]`_LWT^_�NZYN]P_P� Q_�_LWW�bTYOZb�MLd^�
^`OOPYWd�MPNZXP�bPWNZXP�[Z[^�ZQ�bL]X_S�LYO�WTRS_�
clad in warm oak, while in the guestrooms, the team 
NZY_PYOPO�bT_S�_SP�YL]]Zb���Q_�_d[TNLW�]ZZX�bTO_S�
_SL_�_SP�[]PNL^_�bTYOZb�XZO`WP^�OTN_L_PO��Md�N]PL_TYR�
a modular kit of parts. Closets, headboards, side tables 
LYO�OP^V^�L]P�LWW�OPQ_Wd�M`TW_�TY�_Z�RTaP�_SP�TWW`^TZY�ZQ�
space that belies the compact footprint. Each piece 
ZQ�XTWWbZ]V�T^�N]LQ_PO�_Z�L�_PP��]PʮPN_TYR�_SP�^LXP�
XL^_P]Q`W� _PNSYT\`P^� PX[WZdPO�Md� ^_`OPY_^�ZQ� _SP�
Bauhaus. Breuer’s iconic steel framed Cesca chair 
T^�LY�P^^PY_TLW�QPL_`]P�ZQ�PaP]d�]ZZX��bSTWP�XZOP]Y�
LOOT_TZY^� NZXP� TY� _SP� QZ]X�ZQ� Q`]YT_`]P�Md�>_PWWL]�
BZ]V^�LYO�^WPPV�ML_S]ZZX�ʭ__TYR^�Md�6ZSWP]�
,W^Z�N]`NTLW�_Z�_SP�[]ZUPN_�bL^�6]LPXP]�>TX^�-PNVP]��

-]`NPɪ^�bTQP�LYO�L�NPWPM]L_PO�ʭYP�L]_T^_��3P]�XT^^TZY�
bL^�_Z�TY_PR]L_P�XPLYTYRQ`W�L]_�[TPNP^�TY_Z�_SP�[]ZUPN_�
L^�[Z^^TMWP��_dTYR�TYʭYT_P�_S]PLO^�MP_bPPY�_SP�bZXPY�
ZQ� _SP� -L`SL`^� LYO�XZOP]Y� L]_� TY� ,XP]TNL�� ɭ?SP�
-L`SL`^�XLOP�LY�`YʮL__P]TYR�NZXXPY_�LMZ`_� _SP�

bZXPY�bSZ�^_`OTPO�_SP]P��^LdTYR�_SL_�_SPd�NZ`WOYɪ_�
`YOP]^_LYO�_SP�_ST]O�OTXPY^TZY��^Z�_SPd�bP]P�[`^SPO�
TY_Z�_bZ�OTXPY^TZYLW�bZ]V^�ɮ�6]LPXP]�Pc[WLTY^��ɭ4�
thought, ‘well, wait a minute, these women need to 
MP�NPWPM]L_PO�ɪ�7TVP�TY�XLYd�NL^P^�bT_S�bZXPY�ZQ�_SL_�
time who were overlooked, it was later discovered 
_SL_� _SPd�bP]P�OZTYR� _STYR^� WTVP� TYO`^_]TLW� OP^TRY�
and furniture design.” In celebration of Anni Albers, 
perhaps one of the most notable female Bauhaus 
L]_T^_^��bSZ^P�XPOT`X�bL^�_Pc_TWP��-PNVP]�^ZWTNT_PO�
-]ZZVWdY�ML^PO� \`TW_P]� .Z]d� 0XXL� >TPRWP]�� ?dTYR�
_SP� ^`^_LTYLMTWT_d� TYT_TL_TaP� TY_Z� SP]�bZ]V�� >TPRWP]�
produced quilted montages for the guestrooms using 
ZWO�QLM]TN�^LX[WP^�OZYL_PO�Md�/`_NS�0L^_�/P^TRY�_Z�
N]PL_P�-L`SL`^�TY^[T]PO��̀ [NdNWPO�bZ]V^�ZQ�L]_��:_SP]�
YZ_LMWP�[WLdP]^�TY�-PNVP]ɪ^�̂ dX[SZYd�ZQ�QPXLWP�L]_T^_^�
bP]P�.PWTL�5ZSY^ZY�ɧ�bSZ�XLOP�L�ʭWX�LMZ`_�bZXPY�
in the Bauhaus – and Howardena Pindell, one of the 
ʭ]^_�MWLNV�bZXPY�_Z�]PNPTaP�L�8L^_P]�ZQ�1TYP�,]_^�
degree from Yale. 

But perhaps the most valiant task in this great 
]PYZaL_TZY� ^_Z]d� bL^� -]`NP� -PNVP]ɪ^� LXMT_TZY� _Z�
NZYaP]_�_SP�PY_T]P����Q_�̂ _]`N_`]Pɪ^�QZ^^TW�Q`PW�[ZbP]PO�
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TYQ]L^_]`N_`]P�_Z�^ZWL]�PYP]Rd��ɭBP�SLaP�L�ZYP�
XPRLbL__�SZ`]�ML__P]d�TY�_SP�M`TWOTYR��bSTNS�
T^�_SP�P\`TaLWPY_�ZQ�� �?P^WL�ML__P]TP^�ɮ�SP�^Ld^�
as he opens the door to a room that stores the 
PYP]Rd�RPYP]L_PO�Md�^ZXP�������^ZWL]�[LYPW^�ɧ�
XZ]P�L]P�[WLYYPO��ɭBP�L]P�N`]]PY_Wd�RPYP]L_TYR�
LMZ`_��"�Vb�ZQ�PYP]Rd&�_SP�M`TWOTYR�T^�LN_`LWWd�
`^TYR���"Vb��^Z�_ST^�T^�L�YP_�[Z^T_TaP�OLd��LYO�
T_�T^Yɪ_�PaPY�YZZY�dP_�ɮ�SP�NZYʭ]X^��TWW`^_]L_TYR�
the stats through an app on his phone. “It’s 
more important that buildings be all-electric 
_SLY� YP_� eP]Z�� MPNL`^P� L^� _SP� NT_d� PWPN_]TNLW�
R]TO^�MPNZXP������]PYPbLMWP��dZ`]�M`TWOTYR�
bTWW�MP�NL]MZY�YP`_]LW�ɮ�-PNVP]�NP]_LTYWd�bLWV^�
_SP�_LWV&�ST^�ZbY�SZXP�T^������^ZWL]�[ZbP]PO�
LYO�SP�PaPY�PYWT^_PO�.LWTQZ]YTL�ML^PO�8LcbPWW�
Vehicles to convert a gas-guzzling Dodge Ram 
^S`__WP�aLY�TY_Z�L�Q`WWd�Q`YN_TZYLW�0A�_Z�^P]aP�
as the hotel’s house car. 
1Z]� 3TW_ZY� BZ]WObTOP�� _SP� []ZUPN_� T^� L�

XLUZ]�^_P[�TY�T_^�LXMT_TZY^�_ZbL]O^�YP_�eP]Z�
SZ^[T_LWT_d��bSTW^_�LOSP]TYR�_Z�_SP� TYOTaTO`LW�
OP^TRY�N]POPY_TLW^�ZQ�?L[P^_]d�.ZWWPN_TZY��AT_Z�

Lotta, Vice President of Architecture & Design 
L_� 3TW_ZY� 2WZMLW� /P^TRY� >P]aTNP^�� Pc[WLTY^%�
ɭ:`]� NZWWLMZ]L_TZY� QLY^� _SP� N]PL_TaP� ʮLXP^�
ZQ�Z`]�[L]_YP]^�_Z�_PWW�L�`YT\`P�^_Z]d�_S]Z`RS�
design and architecture. We are thrilled to 
[L]_YP]�bT_S�^`NS�aT^TZYL]d�_PLX^�_Z�TXLRTYP�
how Marcel Breuer himself might transform 
_ST^� ST^_Z]TN� M`TWOTYR� TY_Z� L� SZ_PW� TY� ������
bT_S�LY�`YOP]^_LYOTYR�ZQ�_ZOLdɪ^�R`P^_^��?SP�
preservation of the Brutalist architecture icon 
and its transformation into a hotel that evokes 
_SP�^[T]T_�ZQ��$!$�bP]P�P^^PY_TLW�_Z�[]P^P]aP�_SP�
record of Modernist evolution.”
,^�-PNVP]�RP_^�TY_Z�ST^�M]LYO�YPb�?P^WL�8ZOPW�

>�LYO�O]TaP^�Zʬ�ZY_Z�_SP�LOULNPY_�STRSbLd��SP�
passes the large concrete block that once stood 
dark and vacant in a non-descript Ikea parking 
lot. But it is now his concrete block, shining 
L^�L�bPWNZXTYR�MPLNZY�LYO�L�ʭYP�PcLX[WP�ZQ�
the forward-thinking, conscientious spirit that 
once drove Walter Gropius and Marcel Breuer, 
and now drives him in a constant crusade to 
improve architecture.

EXPRESS CHECK-OUT
Owner / Developer: Bruce Redman 
Becker, Kraemer Sims Becker
Operator: Hilton Worldwide
Architecture: Becker + Becker
Interior Design: Dutch East Design
Lighting Design: Focus Lighting
Procurement: Canoe Hospitality
Main Contractor: Consigli
www.hotelmarcel.com

http://www.hotelmarcel.com
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